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they monned 1 tee Hug. 
lod 2 yr; pw nnetegfallen. by he ſword. 

5 n 1, or ſo conſtant, but 
| allow of exce ion; "ad there- - 
* — cho che wiſe Man after ll his experie: 
„ i moſt : Obſerrutions,” and the great | 
| pr L. | tm farhing Ours, 1 
per of Mens minds, does thete was nothing new 
under the Sun: Xet chis Day, and that nevercenough-lamen-. 
ted Villain we now remember, muſt put in for an excep- 

tion from that Rule, which did indeed exceed all the com- 
7 mon tneaſares of wickedneſs ſo fur; thar as there is nothin =Y 
in any Hiſtory like it, ſo when che World i ſome Ages ol- 
der (if ſuch an action be not an Omen that its end is eat) 5 
I this will ſcarce , but be looked on as the Tragi 
TT 
ces have ing put to Dea | 
| others have —— by their on Subjects: But 44 
I do ſee a Prince brought to the Pagean ery of a 
Mock-rrial, and by u Court made up of his own Subjects 
on a pretence of Juſtice, ſortanoades loſe his Life ; not > 
the corner of ſome krirate 9 but in 3 I 
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his Dominions, and in the moſt eminent place of it, is ari- 
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evidence of the degenexacy of the Age we live in, that 


would dare to act what in former Ages no 
thought on. 4 K 

What Phocas4id tothe Emperor 
parallel to it which Hiſtory offers,. but comes far ſhort of 


AVILA. 
udtritins is th \ -- <P 


matching it; for neither were the Rights of the Roman Em- 


perorz derived by ſo clear 2 Title, 


or 
- 


r ſo long a Deſcent as 


our Royal Martyrs weiß LES ſon wonder if thöſe who 


roſe by the Sword did'a 


affront Juſtice as to 
and Mavritizs had by lo 
His Soldiers to be Cut off: and ue 


: reſt o Hl; that no 


wonder they in their fury againſt him were..guilty of fo 


o fall by it. Nor did Phocas ſo far 
tend to put his Maſter to a Trial, 


baſe an avaric Expoled ſo many of 
+t 


f 


foul a Conſpiracy, But how much more exquiſitely wicked 
was the Crime we now remeifiber, when a Prince (whole 


Rights were devolved on him, by fo many Titles, 'the Br;- 


* 


ziſh, the Saxon, the Norman, and the Seorifh Racks, Having all 


united in him; hg had alſo in his whole Government 


mewed that deep ſenſe of Religioh'with a: mõſt tender e- 


gard to the. good and ꝗuiet of his Subject) ws 5 2 al 85 

fought 
it a5 PB, as baſely-treacherous | 
moſt ignomin fly: and ſharfte- 


the Rules of; Juſtice,and pada wh it,b 
to ſo publick a Death. 1 
and wicked as he was, was 


fully courted by Pope Gregary the Great, who-writesto:him . 


in a flile of ſo meanand fervile flattery, that. it julfiy ſtains || 
all the other good Qualities of that Prelate. And his Succeſ- 


ſor Beniface did yet mare meanly pomply, and got himſelf 


declared by him the Univerſal Biſhop of the Church. From 
which we may judge of that See, by what arts they are re- 


ſolved to riſe, and to make uſe of the worſt of Men if they 
can but ſerve their turn. So in this Regicide, Religion was 


vouched, and God appealed to. And indeed it was no won- 
der that theſe treated his Vicegerents ſo coarſely, that made 
ſo bold with God himſelf, as to pretend he was their Patren 
and Warrant in what they did. And perhaps if theſe Actors 
had as fully complied with him that pretend to be Chriſt's 


Vicegerent, as Phocas did, he had as plainly juſtied their 


actions, as Gregory and Beviface did, which might have been 
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Wrath, and it is frohr fut pe we may juſtly 1 ar the lite, 
- | or ruther ſevires 10gments, if our; Sins now * yo. 

7 than they were theft: 1 herefor the ee nd rep. 

8 ting of theſe Sins, b. Which what 5 paſt ma Te Daren, 
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much without a Feen as this 18, it is not to 
ned that a Text wholly pertinent ban be 05 5 up 
— —— Make the mot ere t 

hings i in it. 


1. 


* we Can, and Feotifider three 
Firſt, 


5 


Firſt, 


| 15 | This King whoſs adn tina 
aud in w 72 
of our our Rey 8 


Wo of Thad 
agrees with our caſe. 

Thirdly, How they expreſſed their ſorrow, and how far 
their example calls on us to imitate 8 

For the firſt, it was Saul the Son of Kiſh, whom God bad 


he was a Parallel, and in what nor, 


;2 with the reſt of 
bee e deter 


by che Hands of Samuel delgned 9 be King of Ihe, for 


David had 151 r even when he was maſt 
dan agate i, yet he would not ſtreteh forth | , 
this hand him, "ering he was the ancinted of the Lord. 
And in th our Royal Martyr was his Parallel, ſince he 
N. 1. by a tract of 2 undiſ that which 


indeed he looked on Famer as having his if may 1 


God, as will appear from che follo 
> before I wention I muſt Noo es, that I (gs not 


| 2255 * on the whole Ei e d o | cha: Murdered Prince's Vir- 
0 of that were leſs, t * duden, and 

: nelle rde being ſo well WR; , avingiby a great 

| happineſ ſeen not a few. 24 ay add — Papers 


under his own Royal Pen; 
Paſſages drawn out of thoſe de will give ſome Characters 
of m. great Soul. And as in 6c, the Artof Paincing 
zs onl Fe putring together litt heck ſeveral colours, 
| in 1 method = to give a repreſentation of what they 
e 
are als ; foIcan promiſe. no exact work, but true and 
livel 5 Colours I will offer, thoſe mixed by our Mar- 
tyr himſelf, tho” perhaps 1 un 
as the Popiſh Legend tells of two Pictures of our Saviour 
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was by imme diate. Revelation, the Lord: avoid And 


| only now offer divers 


which tho i it de but coarſe work yet the Colours 


iltully placed by me. And 
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done by himſelf, one particularly which he leftin Feronicas 
Handkercher when he wiped. his Face with it; ſo from the 
ſweat of our Royal Martyr ſome Lineaments of his Face 
ſhall be offered. And. to return to make good the chara- 


_ Rter of our late Sovereign, he owned all his Authority to 
be derived from God; and therefore i in one of his e 
; fin 


— ee 1 ssen th Een 
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20! 2 2 none to invade them. And that Paper which is 


23 1. Ali bey, be adds ; Fo whom we know we muſt 
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Fromehele Eridences will apea ſevere ts 
he had ef the — — ty y under to Almighey 
from whom he had his Power, and to whom he knew he 


vas to give account of his Adminiſtration, 


. We find it s ſaid of Sau, ta utr he wa anointed; 

6 another heart, an meeting a compan 
| of Progihaid he propheſied tothe aſtoniſhment᷑ of choſe 4 
beheld him. How much of this Divine Spirit reſted on our 
Bleſſed Martyr, all thoſe Meditations which were his Exer- 


| — ſhall 


ciſes in his retirement do abundantly declare. If by Saus 
propheſying be meant the foretelling what was to come, 4 
meet ſomewhat very near it from his Royal Pen, Amo 1643. 
in a Letter, wherein he writes theſe w I have ſet up my 
reſt on the jnfice of my cauſe, being reſolved hes 
male me * or 7 wilt eit ber bis Nee, 


extremity oo 
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at preſent not apprehending the other; Lthink it nom ng if time) 
89 expreſs this my reſclutium to you. Avery overly obſerver will, 
ſee much in theſe words, even without a Commentary. Or 
if by propheſying be to be underſtood. an elexated way of 
6 fine in God, and adoring him; then I ſhall add what I 

ad under the ſame ſacred Pen, when he was at -Newcaſte, 


in a Letter to one of his Subjects: Know that I retber expect 
the worſe than the better, event of things ; being reſolved (by the. 


Grace of God, aud without the leaſt repining at him) to [uffer any , 


thing that Injury can put upon me, rather than ſin againſ my Con- 
| ſcience, And in another Letter, Now fan thel: 
Io mo ſo good antidote as 4. good. Conſeience, which by the, 
Grace 0 Gat en 8.8 


ad conſequences 
1 will preſerve whatever elſe happen to me. 
A third Character we have of Saul is that he was very 
careful to protect his Subjects when in danger; as appears, 
both by his haſte to relieve Jabiſh Giliad, when fore put to 
it by the ing of Ammon, and by. his engaging againſt the 
PUG Rives with 


Sub Je s was, (I ſpeak-not of his Care in protecting the op- 
preſſed Proteſtants in Germany and France, which I leave td , 
the Hiſtorians) I ſhall make appear from the following Evi- 
dences. What vaſt Conoeſſions he made to his Native King- 
dom every body knows; and therefore he concludeda Pa- 

per he ſigned on his Pacification with them in theſe words: 


And as we have juſt reaſon to believe that to our peaceable and 


wel l-affected Subjects this will be ſatisfactory; ſo 1 fake Gad 


aud the IWorld to witne(s that whatever, Calamities ſhall enſue by 
our neceſſitated ſuppreſſing: of the Inſolencies of ſuch as ſhall continue 


in their diſobedient Courſes, is not occaſioned by ns, but by their 
6207 procurement. And in a Letter to-one of his Commiſ- 
ſioners there, he writes: But 3f the madneſs of our Sabjecks be 


> ſuch, that they will not reſt ſatisfy'd with what we have given» 


Jou power to condeſcend to; which notwithſtanding all their Inſo- 


bencies we ftill allow vou to make good to them ; We take God o 
witneſs that what Miſery ſoever fall to that Country hereafter; it 
is no fault of ours but their cum Procurement. And in another 


Letter at that fame time: e rake God to witmiſr we have 


N 


7 ſo much Perſonal danger to himſelf and his 
Family. Now what our Martyr's zeal for protecting his 
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yet wht- being the ft, andy , 


Pore jt hob Gund a ous am 4.6 a: th 


md permitted them to do — e F Peace we + -+ 
ne o our own fudgment.” far he complied with their moſt 


le deſit 


unreaſo es to the very great diminutions of his 


Royal Authority is well enough known. 


When he ſaw them inclined to engage in the Civil War 


in this Kingdom, he left no mean uneflayed to ſatisfie even 
all their Jealouſies and Fears; and therefore ima Paper un- 
der his own Pen he writes theſe Words: Ne do conjure all 


our good J that our Native Kingdom, by the long, happy 
and uninterrupted Government of us, and our Royal Progenitors 


over, them, by the memory of thoſe many large and publick Bleſ- 


fings they enjoyed under our dear Fut ber, by thoſe ample Favors and 


Benefits they have-receivell from us, not to ſuffer themſelves to le 
miſled and corrupted in their affeFions and duty to us by the cun- 
ning malice ani induſtry of theſe Incendiaries. 
And when he heard thoſe diſmal news of that moſt bar- 
barous Rebellion in Ireland, with what zeal he ſet about the 
ſending relief to them may appear from the following words 
of one of his Letters to one in his Native Kingdomatter he 
had lamented the Miſeries and Afflictions, to which 0 
Subject in Ireland were reduced through the inhuman, and an- 
hrard-of cruetties of the Rebels there; and had regrated the de- 
tays of ſending ſupplies to them through the Yiſtractions of 
England; lie adds : Sothat if ſome extraordinary courſe. be. not 


token for their preſent 7 it is not like their miſeries will end 


ſooner than their days. Therefore he required them to haſt 
the ſending over their Forces, aſſuring them, That if the 
Parliament of England did not punctually pay them, he 
1 his own Revenue, rather than delay ſo good 
nd ſo neceſſary a Work; and char he would iſize ont ſuch 
Warrants under the Great Seal of England, and grant all 
their other defires which in reaſon could be demanded for 
the advancement of it. And after that, ſeeing that work 
went on ſlowly, he was refolved to have gone in Perſon to 
have carried it on more vigorouſly, and to have hazarded 
himſelf, that he might preſerve his People. But finding that 
Reſolution gave great Jealouſies to thoſe who cenſured 
him, whatever he did, ke gave it over. 3 1 
How careful he was to à Rupture in this Nation, 
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_ 5 a Nn "C>-f" TOY , * . * 
not only his great Coneeſſions prove, but his conſtant offers 
of Treaty, even when things went proſperouſly with him, 
do demonſtrate, therefore reflecting on this in a Paper (un- 
der his own Pen) he writes; We denied not any thing, but 
9 what by tht known Law was unqueſtionably our own; we ear- 
:{ meſtly deſired and preſſed a Treaty, that ſo we might. but know at 
| what Price we might prevent the Miſeries and Deſolations that 
= 24s threatned ; but this was abſolutely and ſcornfully refuſed and 
rejected. And in a Meſlage, which tho' it was never ſent, 
yet remains under his hand, he writes theſe words: And 
029 be conjures bis tano Houſes of Parliament, as they are Engliſb- 
men, Chriſtians and lovers of Peace, by the duty they, awe their 
King, and by the bowels of Compaſſion they have | towards their 


r m6. aL... Ge 


@A od 


1 Fellow-ſubje&s, that they will accept of theſe offers, whereby the 

4 jj ful neus of Peace may be again reſtored to this. languiſbing 
a! Kingdom. 1 55 ode „ e eren, 

; And thus far the Parallel of Saul and our Martyr d King 


hath held good, but now they mult depart from one ano- 
ther, and it ſhall appear how our late Sovereign was on 
many accounts hugely preferrable to the King lamented 
in my Text; yet I {hall name one particular in which Saul 
1 had the better of him. Cr A ee Sabo 
Saul had by his caſh Oath endangered Fonathav's life, | 
which he ſeem'd reſolved to execute, but the earneſt inter- 
ceſſions of his People prevailed on him to change theſe his 
| ſevere and cruelrefolutions. Bur alas! Our.Martyr having | 
4 firmly reſolved to ſave a Perſon he judged innocent, and 
\ 6 clear of the Treaſon charged on him, did, to comply with 
1 the moſt preſſing deſires of his People, conſent to the put- 
| | ting him to Death; We have een his Fault and the ſpecious 
; colours that led him to it, next let me lay before you his Re- 
pentance, expreſſed by himſelf in a Letter, Anno 1642. One F 
thing more, which, but for the Meſſenger, were too much to truſt to . 
| t the failing to one Friend bath indeed gone very near me; 
 wherefore 1 am reſolved that no Conſideration whatſoever ſhall ever 
make me do thelike upon this graund. Tam certain that God hath 
either ſo totally forgi ven me, that be will ſtill bleſs this good cauſe in 
my bands, or that all my Puniſhment fhall be in: his World, which 
without performing what I have reſolved, I cannot flatter my jet 
| | tl 
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ut u Friends. How deep his Senſe of that Sin, how great his 


„ I Apprehenſions of the Judgments of Gad, and how crue his 
tance was, cannot but eaſily appear upon 


at Notion of Repe! | 
bat the firſt hearing theſe Wordle. 5 
a. But for this one adyantage, the King in my Text had of 


at, the King of the Day, we fhall find many great and noble 


/nd | Characters in which he excelled him. | 
2 And firſt, Saul pretended ſome zeal for God, he built an 


beir Altar for him; he honoured Samuel, his Prophet, he went 
ber and deſtroyed the Amalelites; but when it might ſerve his 
the turn he did not ſtick to pars: God, he ſaved Agag, and 

res, pretending it was pre- 


ing much of the Spoil of the Amale 
ſerved for offering Sacrifices, He had not patience to ſtay 


ing || for Samuel, but did ſacrilegiouſly offer the Sacrifice himſelf. 
8 3 | | 
no- | But our Martyr did not only expreſs great regard to God. 


on in his Proſperity, by many high marks of his zealand con- 


ited ſtant attendance on the Worſhip of God; his great eſteem, 


62u] © of all worthy and deſerving Church-men, and his Royal 


ut by his conſtant and firm adhering to thoſe Rights of the 

Church, and to all he judged himſelf bound in Conſcience 
to maintain ; therefore it was that he did choole to bear the 
ring greateſt dangers rather than ſin againſt his Conſcience. 
and When the Violence of his Native Subjects againſt che Order 
? of Biſhops had brought things to that paſs, that it could not 
be maintained without much Blood and Confuſion, he jud- 
ged that God loved Mercy better than Sacrifice, did give 


Kppear by ſome Evidences I go to mention. Having ſigned 
E Paper of Conceſſions, wherein he had uſed the Word, 


. pleaſed him, reflecting on the Importance of that, he wrote 
' bath he following Words in a Letter to him that had the mana- 
uſe in ing of that Buſineſs: 1 muſt deſire you to alter one Word, that 
»bich I ſhould not be thought to deſire the aboliſhing of that in Scotland, 
” {elf hich I approve and maintain in England. Now the Word con- 


Kent expreſſes enough my Cenſent to have them furceaſe for the pre- 
EM : | | + WS. | ſent. 


wil end here. And he ends chat Letter thus : Beſide Generofiry, 
n- % which Tpretend a little, my Fr will make me ſtick to 


Bounty to the advancing all pious and religious purpoles : 


ay to their Fury; but with that tender Care that became 
a Man of ſo ſevere and exact a Conſcience.; and this ſhail 
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| ſent. But the Word pleaſed methinks imports at much as F 
deſired them to take them away, or, at leaſt, that I were well plea- 
fed they ſhould do ſo: But I leave it to your ordering; ſo that you. 
make it be clearly underſtood that though I permit, yet. I would be 
better pleaſed they let them alone. And in the Inſtructions he 
gave his Commiſſioner for conſenting; to the Abolition of 
the Order of Biſhops, he wrbte thus: Carry the Diſputes ſo 
that the Concluſion ſeem not to be made in Prejudice of Epiſcopacy 
as unlawful, but only in Sati faction to the People, and for ſetling 
tbe preſent Diſorders, and ſuch other Reaſons of State, And he 
likewiſe ordered him to take care, That Epiſcopacy-ſhouid not 
be abjured as a point of Popery, contrary to God's Law, or the 
Preteſtant Religion. And at the ſame time, in a Letter to the 
Primate of —— Church, he wrote thus: We do aſſure you 
that it ſhall be ſtill one of our chiefeſt ſtudies how to rettifie and 
eſtabliſh the Government of that Church aright. And he adds a 
little after, Jou may reſt ſecure, that though perhaps we give 
way for the preſent to that which will be prejudicial, both to the 
| Church and vur own Government, yet we will not leave thinking 
zu time how to remedy both. „„ / 


After God in his wiſe and holy, though to us unaccoun- 
table Counſels, ſuffered the Rebellious Arms of his Ene- 
mies ſo far to prevail, that nothing did promiſe any hopes 
of his being re-eſtabliſhed on his Throne, but the conſent- 
ing to all the demands of thoſe in whoſe hands he had caſt 
himſelf, then did the ſtrict care he had to keep a good Con- 
ſeience appear, by his hazarding all things rather than en- 
danger his inward quiet; and therefore he told them: That 
2when he was ſatisfied in bis Conſcience with the lawfulneſs of what 
they deſired, then, but not till then, could he grant their demands 
and was willing to enter in conference with any they would 
appoint about theſe two Points, the one being the Divine 
Appointment of Biſhops, and the other his being obliged to 
defend them by his Oath of Coronation. And the Account 
of one of his Diſcourſes I have ſeen, is thus; That he would 
run the bag ard of all his Crowns below, rather than endanger 
bat above; and that tho the quiet of his Kingdoms, and the ſet- 
Flement of his Throne were very valuable, yet the Peace of his 


Conſcience muſe be preferred by him to all things, And in a Do 
| Oh e -_ 
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19 1 — —_ his wane bled 
. | theſe Words: Nor to ftay you too long upon ſo unpleafins A fal- 

je 11 aſſure you that nothing but the preſeruation of tba * * | 
is dearer to me than my Life, could have bindred me from gi 
you full e 3 for, pI all the dangers and i 


p 1 4 
beard. 
ned then 
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vo aged at Cheſs, he continued to play after he had read his 
1 without ſhew of any commotion or e mr | 


theſe Chriſtian Reſolutions, which I find thus. expreſſed by 
' his own Pen: For any enlargement concerning Church»affairs I 

defire you pot to expe it from Me, for ſuch Expectat ian have 
| been à great cauſe of this my preſent Condition, which I aſſure on 
| I am ſtill reſolved rather to. 72 than to wrong my Conſcience or 
5 


» 


Honour, which I mult do if I enlarge my, {elf any thing in theſe. 
points 5 Theſe are ſome of the — A of © Defen | 
der of the Faith; of one that did approve himſelf to be un- 
der God and Chriſt, the Supremeover the Church, and of 
one that was indeed fitted to bear all things, rather than 
| fin againſt God or his Conſciencge. 
2. Another Character of Saul is his cruelty, which was 
ſo enraged that he ſpared neither Son- in- law, nor Son, but 
threw his Darts at them to have killed them, and his cru- 
elty againſt David was alſo joined with perfidy and breach 
of truſt; for after he had given him the moſt ſacred aſſu- 
rances, he ſtill continued to purſue him, and cauſed to be 
murdered Fourſcore and Five Prieſts for the pretended fault 
of one which he believed upon the relation of an Edomite. 
This was a fact both ſo cruel and ſo impious, that he could 
find none to execute it, but that uncircumciſed Alien, and, 
all this was the effect of that evil Spirit was let looſe upon 
him, when by his ſins he had driven away the good Spirit 
of God, But our Royal Martyr did daily ſhew more and 
more Evidences of a truly, Divine and Chriſtian Spirit: 
What full Indemnity and Oblivion did he offer his. Ene- 
mies! Even tho they would not allow any Indemnity to 
his Friends. And how much he was againſt all cruel or ſe- 
vere practices, may appear from theſe Evidences ; one is 
under his own hand, in theſe words: The pfeſent diſtractions 
about Religion are ſo great, and of that nature, that perſwaſion as 
vell as power muſt be uſed to reſtore that happy Tranquillity which 
the Church of England hath lately and miſerably loſt; for cer- 
tainly violence and perſecution never was nor will be found a right 
way to ſettle Peoples Conſciences, And this went ſo far with 
him, as to give him a ſtrong averſion tothe executing ſan- 
guinary Laws againſt even the Emiſſaries of Rome, Which 
J find he thus expreſſes in a Papeß written with his o] n 
Pen ; Concerning Goodman the Prieſt, the reaſon why I reprie- 
| | | De 
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any Father, did ever allow ta any 


g 


caſe; yet ſceing Jam 7 by both Houſes to give way i by Ex- 
ecution, becauſe I-will avoid the inconvenience of giving Jo grem 4 
diſcontentment to my People, ar . this Mercy may produce, 
1 remit this particular Cafe to both Houſes ; but I defite/you tx nabe 
unto your ferious conſiderationthe inconveniences which,as Temeeive, 
may u 


broad; eſpecially ſince:it.may ſeem to, other Stqres'r0-be'a:ſovers 


with ſurpriz#; which I having thus repreſanntd, do hai; my 25 | 


diſcharged from all ill Conſequences, that may enſue upow-rhe Exe- 
cutions of this Perſon.” For his Fidelity in obſervitgohts"Prea. 
ties, I have already in another branch of this Difedurſe 


mentioned ſome Paſſages that ſnew how religionlly he re- 


ſolved to obſetve them; and his refuſing to ſerve his Inte- 


reſts by promiſes, which how uſeful ſoevèr they miglit have 
been to him, yet ſince. he could not with a Conſcience 
* he would not make them; thews-howNagred 


Ihe accounted all his Promiſes; and his offering to quit tie 


command of the Militia either for a determinareihumber of 
Years, or for his whole Life, fhews how carefully he intend: 


| Ihed his 


ſuch a ſecurity, which as it was _— ſo ĩt dimini 

Authority in the moſt tender and moſt ſacred part of lt. 
V fall to theſe add only one Inſtance. When he ſaw thoſe 
of his Native Kingdom. engaging ir the War agaimſt hits; in 


Ichis Kingdom, it is obvibuſs enough how much the feouting 


Berwick might have advanced his Service: and his Armies in 
he North could eaſily have done it; yet ſince b the Treaty 
ich that Kingdom it was not to be garriſoned; religiouſly 


gainſt him, who did, notwithſtanding the Treaty, Gatriſon 


Fo place; upon which occaſion he wrote what follows: Ny 
W:duftry hitherto could haweſo far prevailed with as 25 to have gained 


ny belief that our Scotch-Subjes mould countenance, much leſt 
(ſift this bloody Rebellion in England; yet we know not how to un- 
«lend the leuying Forces. both Foot and Horſe within our Native 
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vid biat in that; & Tami Informed, wetther Nen Elianbelkc a7; 


Prieſt in their times waiexcens 
ted meerly for Religion; which to me ſeems'to be thit particular 


lid he obſervethe Treaty, that he would not put a Garriſon 
nit: But that fidelity was not minded by thoſe who conſpired 


R ing- 
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7 Ht edge Berwick in an bofile mas 
1 ner. — muſt ws witneſs, 
ave haneebſarved theſe Articles om dur part; ahi, F wie lad nor 
13 been mare tender, Shaw the adviſers of ts breach Brus been, of the 


8 Faith, it us obviews to any how: ly we conld have ſecured 
| from all Rebels, And after "had refuted the Pre- 


Made uſe of, he adds: Such f hen as ſhath ſhelter tbem- 
er that pretext, will find from thence but a ſlemder warrant 
heſons Col, xrbo knows tlie integrity 'of our Heart, au hom invio- 

eee to preſerve all that ane baue gramed char Kingdom, 
1085 — ee 10 be capabl capable of our Protection, and 


ha 4 


thofe 


make ar lulieue they have forgot they -havs # King, an 


Yuthorty. 
us in our juſt proper as their King! But — 


il Hiſeuuer and puni 


3. And to cloſe up this Parallel, Saul, hen in danger, be- 
40 eh. If to the baſeſt Arts,and:went to the 7/ircb:iat Endor, 


to asłk Reſpoſes about the event of that Battel he was to give 


the Philiſtines, not conſidering bow he had provoked God to 
withdraw his protection from him;and whit all the powers 


and having got a ſad anſwer to his over- curious Queſtion, 


= (#6; onto fats of all who will by theſe forbidden Arts 
chruſt into the ſecrets of the Divine Councels, ) we find him 


wofylly faint · hearted, ſore afraid, fall flat on the ground and 
refuſe to eat. And after that fatal Battel he had neither che 
courage to out- live: it; nor the ſtrength to finiſh his deſperate 


geſign upon hicnſelf; but after he had fallen on his owt! 
- Sword, he called an Amale kite tö compleat thar Self-murder, 
_whiehhhe-begua by bis falling on his Sword, and finiſhed b 


theſe cruetQrders/he gave. But nothing of all this belong 


to our ROVal Martyr, who depended on God, and ſubmit 


ted to his willin the courſe of all his Councels, both of Peace 


and War; And when it pleaſed God for the Puniſhmerit o 


his People, to expoſe him to the malice and cruelty of hi 
Enemies, even then * proved more than Conqueror; ani 
i ACCO! 


iſb ſuch ie cr thoughts," how oloſolh ſoe ver 
they be glended isith i pretences of 2 Liberty, 
| wie they how will ihr wer dearer tous than our obi preſervation. | 


He likewiſe wrote in another Letter at that 
ſame time * : Such bigh indignities to , au to 25 | 


of Hell, and evil Spirits were no longer able to preſerve him; 


according to the proſpect he had of it long before, he was a 
Pasicue Aartyr : Nor did he expreſs the leaſt meanneſs of Spi- 
rit when brought loweſt ; he would neither give up the 
Rights of the Church ng*the' Crown, of People nor Partja: ?- 
ments, to their inſulting pride, who trampiing on all Laws- 
Sacred and Humane, had made thetnſelves the lacrilegious 
Maſters of his Perſon and Power. Ant às he was not cow- 

ardly or languid under all his Misf6rtunies,: fo he maintained 

his Authority as long as he was able, . did not faintl7 
deſpond, nor abandon his own Rights, of the Protection of 

his People. But this leads me to the ſad part of my Diſcourſe, 
wherein I am to compare the Reaſons we have for.mourn- 

ing, with theſe David and the People of 1/7zel had on this 
Occaſion, and it will be eaſily allowed, durs muſt be by 

ſo much the greater, by how much our Royal Martyr did 
exceed their King, which hath been demonſtrated in the 
Parallel TA nnn... 
Firſt, This Kings Death was his own Deed ; and though 
the Victory his Enemies got, drave him to that deſpair, yet 
„none of the People were of acceſſion to it: And for thè Ama- 

lekite (if his relation was true) as it was an Alien from theit 
Common- wealth chat did it; fo Saul was well ſerved for not 
deſtroying the Amalekites, as Samuel, had commanded him; 
therefore they had no particular reaſon to be ſorry;but only 
becauſe they had loſt a King, who as he was none of the 

worſt, ſo he was far from being one of the beſt Princes. 
Perhaps David had ſome more reaſon- to faſt and mourn, 

and as his Conſcience did before accuſe him for cutting off 

the. Hem of his Garment; ſo now the Arms he bare apaintt 

him did trouble his-Conſcience. HE oO I 
For though much may be faid for David in that caſe, be 
vas the deſigned Heir of the Crown by Gods Appointment ; _ 
be was very. unjuſtly and perfidiouſly uſed by Saul; he had 
kept himſelf on a pure defenſive, and Squl's being frenetick 
and poſſeſſed with an evil Spirit, ate great juſtificarions of 
Davids little Army, or rather Guatd; and his being a Man 
according to Gods Heart, ought to poſſeſs all with that eſteem 
of hij for him, as not eaſily to find fault with him, or with any of 
r; an his Actions; yet his Army being A up of Memdi N | 


N 
* 


— 
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in debt, and diſcontented, is a ſhrewd Indication, that the 
Cauſe was not over-good when he had ſuch a following. 
Beſides, his going to live at Gath with the Uncircumciſed, his 
255 off the Amalekites, and pretending to Achiſh that he 

ad deſtroyed his own People by an unjuſtifiable deceit ; | 
and finally his going out with the Armies of the Philiſtines, 
and · profeſſing a great deſire to fightagainſt the Enemies of 
Achiſh, who were no other but Saul, his natural Liege-Lord, 
and the Armies 1 * (wherein he either acted a very un- 
ſincere part, or did really reſolve to have engaged againſt 
them) are things ſo manifeſtly contrary to the Laws of God, 
that they give a ſtrong preſumption, that the whole buſi- 
neſs of his taking Arms was contrary to Law and Religion.] 
Bur'I ſhall not enter further into the Diſpute, and ſo leave 
it; inclining rather to believe, that David's Conſcience did 
accuſe him of having failed in his Duty to Saul. . 
But after all this our Caſe is much more juſtly deplorable, 
who did not loſe our King by the prevailing power of a Ho- 
ſtile Invaſion, but by the unnatural Hands of Nis own Subjects, 
who were (both by the tye of Subjection, by their Oaths of 
Allegiance, which many of them had ſworn, and by their 
conſtant profeſſions of fighting ſor the King, and in defence 
of his Authority, as they gave it out, for training in the mul- 
titude by ſo deceitful a bait) tyed to the preſervation of his 
Perſon, and yet did waſh their Hands in his Blood; and by 
their pretending Religion and Juſtice, in a Fact ſo contrary 
to both, did (as much as in them lay) bring the fouleſt im- 
putations on both that could be. How did this open the 
Mouths of the Adverſaries of our Religion, (whom we had 
juſtly charged for their ſeditious and treaſonable Doctrines) 
to inſult over us? But without - all cauſe: For as all the 
reaſons pretended, were but upon the matter the ſame with 
thoſe their Doctors have publiſhed, allowing but a ſmall 
change; ſo thoſe of our true and ſoundly reformed Church | 
did abominate ſo foul a Crime, with all poſſible horror; and, 
as was moſt juit, did both in publick and private declare 
againſt it; and with a generous and truly Chriſtian con- 
ſtancy, endured Sequeſtrations, Impriſonments, and every 
thing which that inſulting Power put them to, rather than 
comply with fo vile an Action, and its vile Actors. But 


| prehend ?* ? 


But to all this it may be ſaid, let chefs mourn who were 
of acceſſion to it, that concerns not us. To which I muſt. 
anſwer, that ſuch publick Crimes leave a guilt upon the 


G OT 8 * * 
: A * 5 
« 
. . 
. ; 


whole Nation, whichtherefore'muſt be expiated with a pub- 


lick univerſal Repentance. And ifinthe Law of Moſes God 
declared, that Blood was a crying Sin which called to Hea- 
ven for Vengeance, and therefore when a Murder was diſ- 
covered, and the Murderer was not known, there was to be 
a Sacrifice for the whole People to expiate the Guile; how 
much more in a Crime, attended with ſo many foul and 
black Circumſtances, ought we by earneſt Prayers to ſtudy _ 
to avert theſe Judgments, which we may but too juſtiy ap- 
And to this let me add, that there ate · not ſo many Inno- 
cent as thoſe, perhaps, imagine; for as Dævid here did (it is 
probable) charge himſelf for arming againſt the Lord's anoin- 
ted; fo what reaſon have theſe who engaged in Oppoſition, 
and Arms'to our Royal Martyr, to charge and judge them- 
ſelves, that they be not judged of the Lord; ho not 0G 


latisfied with thoſe great and large Conceſſions, he freely an 


willingly offered, did purſue his Perſon and Life inthe Field; 
after which it was no wonder others learned to purſue him 
to the Scaffold. May not the one be ſaid to have killed the 
King that robbed him of his Revenue, Power and Authority, 


and every thing was neceſſary for the maintenance of the 


Royal Dignity; whereas the other did but murther Charles, 
after he was ſpoiled of his Royal Power, and the Govern- 
ment taken out of his Hands: Tho' in a formal Pagean- 
try Writs were iſſued'in his Name. And thus we find the 
grounds: of our mourning grow larger, and cake, or rather 

r OIEN . 


But in ſine, by another advance, a great many more Will 
be comprized within this duty, even all choſe who did not 


with the moſt vigorous oppoſition was poſſi ble prevent this 
barbarous Regicide; which made a foreign Hiſtorian, giving 
account of it, ſay, it was a wonder how Engliſh-men could 
look on and behold fo barbarous and unexampled a Crime: 
Where were the Hearts and Hands of the brave Engfiſ:, whoſe 
loyal and noble valour W gon this occaſion, had been 
„ l * 2 I, . 3 E! 
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a Subject to be celebrated by all the higheſt and moſt grate- 
fu! Remembrances Poſteriry could dedicate to, ſo glorio us an 
Action? Did a puſillanimous fear freez cheir Courage, when 
their Head was thus ſtruck at? Did the Care of their For- 
tunes prevail, when they could expect no longer to live ſe- 
cure in the Polleſton of any of their Rights. hen all was 
in chis one Act unhinged? Did the atrocity of the act aſto- 
niſh them ſo, chat they were not recovered out of this ama- 
zing furprize till it was too late? Or did the ſuddenneſs of 
the Crime prevent their dffigence 2. Or were they ſo chñari- 
table (0 their Countrymen as not to think any couid be capa- 
| dle of committin g this Crime, till they were convinced of it, 
Uh! by an unanſwerable Argument? Vet all theſe palliations or 
excuſes wii not ſerve turn, they ſhould have put all to hazard 
when they ſaw the caſ. ſo deiperate, and all like to be loſt. 
And thus it appears many are concerned to mourn on this 
Occaſion, who perhaps think themſelves far from any Guilt. 
11 Finaliy, there be yet others concerned. who (may be) do 
not ſo much as imagine how it may come to their Door, and 
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tl theſe be the preſent Generation, who either were not Born 
Fl then, or at leaſt of that Age that nothing couldibe expected 
# from them; but even they muſt conſider that God viſits the 


+ 08 Sins of the Fathers upon the Children; and tho no Child is 
T4 Guilty of his Fathers Fact; unleſs he concurred in it, or did 
i afterwards approve it, yet many times the Judgments of God 
in Temporalthings do overtake them for their Fathers Faults; 
which is no more unjuſt than for the Law to deny the Child 
any ofthe Privileges of Subjects for the Fathers Faults, From 
1 all this then it will appear how much more reaſon we have to 
; Mourn, than the People of 1/rae had on this Occaſion, who 
{| have (to the ſcorn and inſultings of our Enemies) been one 
way or other ſo generally Guilty in the Death of ſo reli- 


1 gious and pious a Prince. t ehe bon hen ts 6 
B 2. But the People of Hael had this great allay to their Grief} 
. that they had a Prince deſigned by God fox the Succeſſion, 
vi who had given ſuch zpproved Evidences of his great Piety, 
1 Wiſdom, Valour, and Conduct, that their Government was 

? | . preſently ta take a ſettlement ; though it is true Abner ſet up 
460 Iſhboſheth, Sauls Son, who was followed by all Jrae!, only 
| 16 4 8 „ FJudab, 
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after I'wo Years War decided, and all Jae} received David 


for cheir King ; and ſtill the Government was' ſteady and 


- 6 


even and therefore they had not that reaſon to aMi&' them 


lich we had on the occaſion we now remember. 
It is true the right of Succeſſion was clear and undifpated, 


9 


but thaſe who kitled che Father, continued their Crimes by 


, purſuing the Son, and not only driving him from his Ri 
but when one of the Tribes ofoas Iſrael,even that whichfuſt 


ly glories in a nearer Intereſt in our Sovereign's- Per- 


on, had adhered to him, and crowned him, tho with very 
umuſtifiable reſerves, then did that Party, bathed in the Fa- 
ther's Blood; Thirſt likewiſe forthe Sons, and carried che War 


ilxo that Kingdom; and when the righteous Heir bf our mur- 


thered Martyr came into this, then again did carnal Wif. 


com, and the care of Mens Lives and Eſtates prevail over 


thoſe ſtrong: tyes of Loyalty and Subjection ; God having 


roſerved rhe eſtabliſhing him on his Father's Throne to his 


own immediate Arm; wherein there ſhould. be & olenr de- 


_ claration of his wiſeand wonderful Providence, in turning 


about the Hearts of the Nation to him; ſo that to Pofterity 
it would be a Problem, which of the Two is the more aſtd- 


_ niſhing, either the Rebellion againſt the Father; or the re- 


calling the Son, and that ſome of the/ very ſame Perſons 
ſhall have been inſtrumental in both, by the latter Action ex- 
preſſing their true and ſincere Repentance for the former. 

But alas! The Interval was long; it was not only a Two 


Years War, like that betwixt Sauls Son and David, but a Len 
Years Thraldom ; wherein thoſe that had complained of 
ſome ſmall Incroachments on Liberty before, did totally over- 


turn all the Freedoms both of Parliament and People; but 
to colour this alittle, gave a large and unreſtrained Liberty 
in Matters of Religion, by which all Senſe of Order and re- 
ory Government, being quite caſt off, many by the Cu- 


ſtom of an unbounded Lawleſneſs,became habitually Sos of 


Belial; and as Heifers unaccuſtomed to the Yoke, cannot 
again be brought under theſe neceſſary Reſtraints and Regu- 
larities of Religion and Law. Nay, which is worſe, tho' but 


the effect of the former, many youthful and An . 
e . : : Pirits 
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Spirits being once delivered from all obligation to any piece 


of Religious Worſbip, come by degrees to loſe all ſenſe of it; 


and ſeeing thoſe irregular and ungoverned Practices of many 
retenders toReligion, who were viſibly advancing their own 
eſigns under the colours of Piety; they came to imagine 
Religion was only. a pretence by which ambitious Men car- 
ried on their own ends; and the many Subdiviſions and diffe- 
rent Parties they obſerved about, Matters of Religion, made 
them alſojudge there could be no certainty where there was 
ſo much debate and diſpute, And to all this may be added that 
by Oaths and counter-Oaths, which they often took, (having 


paſſed from the Oath of Allegiance to the Covenant, and 


from that to the Engagement) their Conſciences became 


ſeared, and paſt feeling; or, being much wounded by ſuch 
ſwearing, to avoid the {mart of that, they took themſeives to 
theſe curſed Arts of getting quiet in their impious Practices, 


by throwing off all ſenſe of God and Religion, and ſetting up 
profeſſedly for Atheiſm; which is ſo natural a reſale of what 


has been ſaid, that Ithink it cannot be doubted to have { prung 


from it. And hitherto I ſuppoſe it is unqueſtionably clear, 
that we have much more reaſon to lament the matter now 
before Us, than thoſe had Who are in my Text. Bi 


z. And now I advance to the third and laſt part of my Dif- 
courfe, to conſider what this mourning was, and what ours 


. oughtto be; they upon ſo ſad news and ſo great a loſs, were 


both very tenderly affected for the Death of a King that had 
ſo many good Qualities, that he being dead they had reaſon 
to forget his bad ones; the loſs alſo of ſo noble a Prince as 
Fonat ban, (who may juſtly paſs for one of the braveſt Hero's, 
and the moſt generous Friends that ever was) could not but 
be very ſad, eſpecially to David, whoſe Friendſhip with Jo- 
nathan was beyond what is either in Hiſtory or Romance, 
and as hitherto all the generous parts of the Friend ſhip were 


on Fonathan's ſide, though we find David's returns were as | 
tender, and rather more ; for at their parting, when their 
mutual Friendſhip fer them both a- cry ing, it is ſaid, David ex- 


ceeded. But now when David was to have made returns ſui- 


table to what he had received from Jonathan, he is ſnatch- 


ed away by the Sword of the Philiſtinet, they had alſo many 
= 1 „„ brave 


brave Country- men that were killed; To this was to be ad- 
ded the ſad condition the Houſe of Irael was in by ſo great 
a defeat; all which concurring could not but make a de 

- own || Impreſſion on the Hearts of David, and the People with him, 
zgine | which did ſet them to their Tears and Prayers, both for their 
1 car- | own Sins, and perhaps they” reckoned.their arming againſt - 
diffe- Saul one, and with theſe 5 mourned. for the Sins of 
made Vael, praying God to avert his Judgments, to prevent the 
e was miſchief might follow, and to recover his People from the 
d that ¶ ignominy of ſo bad a loſs, and in the end to ſettle David ſo 
zving on the Throne of Saul, that there might be under his Reign, 
„and Juſtice and Truth, Plenty and Peace, both at home and 
came ¶ abroad. This is a clear fair account of the work of thoſe 
ſuch with David in my Text. . : 
ves to And after this the Application will be eaſie; from which 
tices, MI ſhall not digreſs by proving the lawfulneſs and fitneſs of 
ng up Anniverſaries, that being ſo well done by others, but refer 
what my Hearersto Zachary, by whom we find the People of God 
>rung I faſted during the Seventy Years of the Captivity, the Fifth 
clear, N and Seventh Month; he alſo mentions their Faſts of the 
now Fourth and Tenth Month; tho' it is plain there are no ſuch 
I Faſtscommandedinthe old Teſtament ; and yet the Prophet 
y Dif- Mis ſo far from blaming theſe ſtated returns, that he only blames 
t ours their being formal and regardleſs of God in them, and gives 
were chem directions how they ſhould have ordered them. But 
at had leaving this unreaſonable Objection, which is made by none 
eaſon ¶ but thoſe who have the chief reaſon to mourn and faft on 
Ace as this Occaſion ; I go next ro propoſe what the nature and 
Hero's, Nends of our Mourning and Faſting ſhould be, which I ſhall 
ot but lay open briefly in Two Pointe. 

th Jo- 1. The one is to mourt before God for the Guilt of this 
atrocious Sin; that if any of us have been (as was before laid 
Open) involved in the Guilt, we may waſh off the tain of 


ere as MWhis Sin, which is of ſo deep a dye, and. if we our ſelves be 
their Wn all accounts clear of it, at leaſt we are to pray for Pardon 
id ex- No choſe who were Guilty, that God may open their Eyes, ſo 
ns ſui- Ws to confeſs and mourn for their Sins; and in this we fol- 


ow the example of our Royal Martyr,who looking to Jeſus 
he Author and Finiſher of his Salvation, who endured the 
| | 1 225 


„. 'F „„ c 
i 16 _ Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and prayed for his Enemies, 
did with Patience run the Race ſet before him, and humbly 
6 || imitate his King and Saviour in pardoning and praying for 
tk „ e 2 
li _ Weprealſoonour own Accounts to pray God to deliyer 
1 9 the whole Land from this Guilt, leſt when God ſhall come 
AY and make inquiſition for this Innocent Blood, we be ihvol- 
11 ved in the common Judgments, which cannot fall on the Land 
{FRE ſo, but all concerned in it muſt bear their ſhare.But we muſt 
; not only mourn for this particular Crime, tho it be ſo foul as 
i to need the expiation gay Tears and Prayers,but we muſt 
go higher, and look ta the firſt beginnings of the late troubles; 
}'., _ and ſeewhatprovoked God then to plague us ſo ſadly, and 
whether we have not re- acted theſe very Abominations which 
| then ſtirred up Gods Wrath againſt us, I need not enter into 
! a particular enumeration of our Sins before the Year Forty, 
aälöadand compare them withtheſe that now abound ; the compa- 
riſon would be as invidiousas it is obvious. Let every one 
then call himſelf to an account, how Guilty he is of under- 
valuing Gods Mercies, and the great deliverance he gave to 
his Anointed, and by that to his whole People ; how he 
abuſes our Peace and Plenty into Licentiouſneſs, Profanity, 
and brutal, ungoverned and avowed Impiety ; and how he 
abuſes the Protection and Security Law gives to Inſolence, 
Faction and Boldneſs; how he deſpiſes the Goſpel, affronts 
Religion, and the Worſhip of God, either by an impious 
contempt of it, a factious ſeparating from it, or a bare formal 
coming to it, without any ſerious or devout conſideration of 
that Majeſty he ſcorns, by a pretended drawing near him 
with his Lips, when in his Heart he is far from him. Theſe 
and a great deal more of that Nature ( with which our Con- 
ſciences will certainly charge us, if we return our Thoughts, 
and call our ſelves to a ſevere account for what is paſt)ought 
to be now mourned for; otherwiſe the formal obſerving 
theſe Annual Returns does but add to our other Sins, and 
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1. enhance our Guilt, when we mock God by a pretended 
„ —— ns 8 
r 2. And the only evidence of the Sincerity of our Mour- 
ning is, our departing from theſe ſinfyl Courſes which may 


* 
| it | | | provoke 


provoke God's Wrath, and from all ſedjtionsInclinations + | 
which may be fewel for new or worſe Calamities ; for we! 
may with good Reaſon apprehend, if tie late Wars and 
other Plagues have not taught us to repent of our Sins, and 
amend our ways, that according to the gradation we find 
Aways uſed in Scriptures, when Judgments are denounced, 
the next ſhall be much fadder than any we have ſeen or 
heard of. But God is merciful and gracious, ſlow to An- 
ger and ready to forgive, if we turn to him with all our 
Hearts; let us therefore from the deep Senſe of onr Sins, 
and the juſt Apprehenſions of the deſerved Judgment, turn 
unfeignedly to God, ho hath both by the gentler methods 
of Love, and the ſeverer Executions of Judgments been 
alling on us to Repentance ; let us throë off our impious 
and debauching Practices, by which we make War againſt 
Heaven, daring God by unparalteFd Wickedneſs, and de- 
fy ing him by our unheard of Stoutneſs againſt him: But do 
we think to INS God, are we ſtronger than he? 
an we reſiſt his Thunders or his Plagues, Fire and Fa- 
mine? And though we were ſtrong enough to reſiſt te 
Impreſſions and Injuries of all our Neighbours, yet how 
eaſily. can God plague us with a Diviſion of Hearts, and 


{ich disjointed Affections, chat as à Body paralytick'we fall 


o Ruin and Miſery with our own Weight, and without 
ny Ene wn, 
And for the avoiding this, next to the appeaſing the Di- 
vine Diſpleaſure, let us expreſs our Horror of this Fact by 
a conſtant, humble, and dutiful Obedience and Loyalty to 
is Majeſty who now. reigns, and ſtudy to abſtain from 
(not only all theſe difloyal and unchriſtian Courſes, which 
ended ſo tragically, but even from) the. ficſt beginnings of 
heſe Diſorders, which as Sparks of Fire, blown on by ſone 
ſeditious Incendiaries, did ſet us all in a flame; anda ſerious 
Review of the late Times, will demonſtrate, that the wic-. 
ed Deſigns of thoſe Eoemies to Monarchy could never 
ave become ſo ſtrong, if they had not wrought on the 
10re innocent, the inconſiderate Zeal of ſome (who after- 
wards proved both good Subjects and faithful Patriots) who | 
omplaining aver-ſeverely of ſome Errors of nn,, „ 
| FI. | | „ 
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Deſigns) give both Strength and 


which will quickly paſs all Bounds, This, I hope, will teach 


nors, that faint Services are to be expected from ſo cold 


ful Remembrances, beſides this day of Monrning and 'FaW 
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did (though as afterwards, it appeared dontrary to their 
1 St. Ny A — a Faction which 
did ſoon ſcornfully diſdain them, whom at firſt they owned 
to be their Leaders. So, dangerous it is to nouriſh Factions, 


all in the time to come, how carefully and religiouſſy they 
ought to guard againſt, the cheriſhing of Diſcontents, or 
the poſſeſling the Subjects with Jea louſies and Fears, and 
a Contempt of their Governors, or their Government; 
and as no Man can guard againſt any din, without he con 
ſider well all theſe ſubtle Temptations. that lead him to it 
and all the ſmaller and leſs diſcerned, or obſerved begin 
nings of it; fo if we truly mourn and ſaſt for the Sin m. 
mitted this day, we mult conſider and watch againſt all 
theſe leſſer and more unheeded Motions; Jealouſies, Fears, 
undutiful Diſcourſes and Cenſures, which do inſenſibly make 
way and prepare Men to all manner of Sedition and Diſloy- 
alty ; at leaſt, ſo weakens their dutiful Reſpect to Gover 


cc cw a oo 8 
But I hope paſt Experience will teach us more Wiſdom 
and that this Nation which with ſo religious a Zeal deſign 
to expiate what is paſt, will with the ſame Care ſtudy rh 
preventing every thing may lead to the reacting theſe ſad 
Calamities, of which we have ſtill among us many doleM 


ſting. In which God of his infinite Mercy grant we ma) 
ſo repent, that he may deliver us from Blood-guilrineſfs| 
and from all other Judgments ouf Sins have moſt juſtly def 
ſerved. To this God be Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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17 een 1 eb dr he fbjed; not only fir Wrath, 
but For. Conſtiencefuke, 1 
Th is the eat 200 oft Glory of our wok hoty aith, 
that it e no leſs the Neat Bea the Duty of yh 
to embrace it, and Live according to its Precepts: For 
if we examine either the Complex of the whole Chri- 
ſtian Religion in groſs, or the ſeyeralparcels of it, and[Nuties . | 
it enjoyns ; we pri} phe” confeſs all the Laws of Solon and Lycurg Wy, 
of Greece and Rome come inficitely ſhort of the excellent 
Proviſions it gives for the Peace of Mankind, andthe Order 
of Societies: So that it plainly appears, the Author of it was 
| aloverof Men. What Rule of Juſtice can matchthat of doing 
th others hat we would hawe cthers do to us, Matth. 7. 12. which 
is ſo. home, ſo eaſily remembred, and readily appli ied, that no 
wonder the very Heathens 29mired it? But, not content | 
with the ſtricteſt rigors of Juſtice, our Saviour hath alſo ob- 
liged us to the * G2 1 * ſo ſpeak) of Charity, 


and 


and hath commanded us to Love one another as Brethren 3 
- nor muſt our brotherly Love be confined within the narrow 
bounds of a Party, but extend it. ſelf to all Men whom at 
takes within its Verge, forgiving Injuries and loving Ene- 
mies. And for the ſecurity of Order and Government, what 
means are like thoſe our Religion offers? This is even con- 
feſſed by its declared Enemies, who charge it as the contri- | 
vance of deſigning Men for ſecuring their Power and Au- 
thority ; and indeed all the Arts of Stateſmen, the Cunnings 
of Policy, the cloſeneſs of Councils, the Exactneſs of Intelli- 
gence, the ſtrength of Armies or Navies, the ſtrictneſs of 
Guards, regular Fortifications, great Treaſures and vaſt Ma- 
gazines, are but Ineffectual n to this which 
KReligion offers for the ſecurity of a State, by fetting up Con- 
ſcience as a Sentinel to watch in every Man's Breaſt, that 
| ſhall not let paſs through it one thought contrary tothe Peace | 
of the Society. Wiſe Stateſmen hold it for a Maxim, That 
the chief ſecurity of a Sovereign is in his being Maſter of the 
Hearts and Affections of his Subjects, which will draw with 
them their Hands and Purſes as need ſhall require. But 
Mankind being fo ſubject to a variety of Paſſions, which by 
an unruly viciſſitude poſſeſs the Minds, eſpecially of the 
giddy Multitude, there can be no Aſſurance in this, unleſs 
ſomewhat that is more fixed and better grounded, tye Sub- 
jects to the Duty they owe the Sovereign Power. And 
therefore thoſe who have attempted God and deſigned to diſ- 
charge Men of the ſenſe of a Deity, or the Apprehenſions 
of another Life, are the greateſt Enemies to Authority: Their 
Blood and Extraction may perhaps entitle them to Honour, 
and a high Quality, but their Maxims deſtroy all Honour, 
and would quickly bring on a leyelling of all Qualities. He 
were, by the confeſſion of all, highly. criminal, who would 
neon the King's Title tothe Crown, or offer to void his | 
Right; and yet this is the Crime of thoſe inſulting He&ors: | 
For if there be no God, then that Sacred and Royal-Re- 
putation of Sovereign Power, which Princes derive from 
him, who is the Original of it, by m Kings Reign, is out 
of doors: This levels the Prince with the Subject, and für 
the Uſurper as good a Title as the lawful Sovereign canc * 


— 


| J 29 J 5 
I ſhall not now engage in a long diſoourſe of Policy, nor 
examine the Original of Power nor the Meaſures and Li- 
its of it, nor the Nature and Extent of the Subjection we 
we Authority; much leſs run out in a long Digreſſion of 
he Obligation of Conſcience: But ſhalt limit my Diſcourſe 
> one ſingle point, that Conſcience is the e ge 
State, the Spring of Obedience, and the ſure haſi of Sub- 
iſſton. And in opening up this 1 ſhall, Sn vag e.. 
1. Shew that Conſcience doth choak and ſtifle the Occa- 
ions and cauſes of Commotions in their fitſt Conceptions. 
2. That it drives the ſenſe of Duty and the obligation to 


WPbedience deeper on our Minds than any other conſidera- 


ion wWhatſberen ae hots l eee end Bog 
3. That it gives the ſtrongeſt Arguments for convincing 


ur Reaſon and the moſt engaging Motives for prevailin 


n our Affections, to pay the Duties of Subjection to th 
od hath ſet over us. And. iq zn 
4. I ſhall encounter and put out of the way a formidable 
Objection, which may — it ſelf in prejudice of what I 
m to deliver nt ꝶ＋⏑ Pt. r IRS 
For the firſt, it is certain, that as the great Diſeaſes of 
ur Bodies are not ſo much the Effects of outward, Acci- 
ents as of bad Humours, to which a cx; may be — 
dme foreign Impreſſion, which may put them in a ferment, 
nd ſo endanger our Health: Thus the diſtempers of the 
ody Politick owe their beginnings and growth to ſome ill 
umours in it, and the real Cauſes of Commotions are ſel- 
om che ſame with theſe that are pretended for training in 
nd engaging a Multitude; for, from whence: come wars and 
ghtings among us, but from our luſts, that war in our Members ? 
5. Jam. 4. 2. 1 ſhall therefore conſider ſome of choſe Luſts 
nd diſtempered Affections from which Commotions may 


: * 


Wiſe, that I may ſhew how bogs. rg and it only, can ſe- 


ure Government from their bad. effects. Time will not 
low me to make good all I am to ſay from Hiſtory; but 
ole who know Mankind will eaſily ſee the dependence of 
eſe Effects from the Cauſes I go to Name, and ſuch as 
ave read Hiſtory will find the Confirmation of it ſo clear, 
hat I may well be excuſed the labour ofadducing particular 


roots in ſo plain a caſe, „ — "3:08 
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Ss A. 1 
1. But to ſtand no longer on Generals: One great oceas 
ſion of Commotions is an unbounded and aſpiring Ambition 
which makes many {welt big in their own.conceit, and they 
meaſuring themſelves by whar they 'appear in the Glaſs of 
their own inchanted Imagination, which both; multiplies 
and magnifies all that is eminent in them, expect that alf the 
World ſhould court them with the( ſame admiration whichi 

they pay themſelves. ' Now it js a hard thing to ſatisfie the 
pretenſions of all rhefe lofry Aſpirers, nor can any State be 

able to gratifie them all; ſince nothing falls. to which ma- 
oy ſeveral Competitors do not put in a claim ; hd though 
there be many Corrivals, only one carries the Prize, 'the 
reſt being all big with a good opinion of themſtives, and 
provoked at the unjuſt preference, as they imagine it, dc 
upon that think how to make themletves conſiderable at theiq 
coſt; who they judge conſider chem too little, and ſet up fot 
ſome pretence to draw a Party, and make a Faction. Buy 
thofe mighty Men in their own oonceits are not at quiet 
when they have gained what they did at firſt pretend tb, a: 
that which Would terminate their Ambition, but make uſ 
of it as a ſtep to mount them higher; and thus creep up thro 
all Degrees; and perhaps when they are as high as can confif 
vuwich the character of a Subject, do not reſtthere, but whe 
they are become firſt Miniſters, will next de 
The Caſe of | ſign to juſtle their Maſter from his Throne. Fo 
the N Ambition is as the Grave unſatisfied, but eve 
Lr 7 ſays, Give, give. This being ſo great an evil, let 
time. us ſee what curb can be found for ſtopping its 
| career. It will ſoon appear, that all the Arts c 
Government cannot do it; Religion is that alone which 
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reaches us to diſcharge our ſelves of this'Tympany, whoſ: - 
ſwellings are ſo incurable. Our Saviour hath commande 
us to learn of him, who was lowly in heart; St. Matth. 11. 29 x 
his Apoſtle charges us, That in lowlineſs of Mind we eſteem other v 
better than our ſelves, Phil. 2. 3. That we humble our ſelves in iii ; 
fight of God, and be cloathed with humility as with a garment _ 
x St. Pet. 5. J. And indeed this bleſſed Doctrine does g 
1 prevail on us, but it changes that blind value an e, 


fondneſs we have for our ſelves, into a profound unaffecteſ 
: Lo, <3 _ Humility 


Humility, that repreſents our Faults and Defedts às deat to 
us, as our former Vanity did our ſuppoſed Excellencies ; 
and inſtead of vaſt towerings, brings us under great Con- 
trition, deep Self-denial, and an humble miſtruſt of our 
ſelves ; and thus Conſcience obliges us to be ſubject, by 
ſerting out of the way this great provocation to diſorder. 
2. Another Cauſe to which not a few of the Diftempers 
of Societies oe their Riſe and Growth, is the heat and 
fury of Mens Paſſions, which being once kindled by their 
Pride, and blown on by many outward Accidents, at length 
become ſo fierce and violent, that no Banks can reſiſt their 
Torrent, but they ſweep all before them. Some are born 
under the diſadvantage of ill Nature and a Cholerick Diſ- 
poſition ; and if theſe meet any provocation (which muſt 
needs fall out often; for as a tender Body doth ſoon feel 
pain, fo an ill diſpoſed Mind is quickly difquieted) their 
heated Spirits are all ina Feaver, and they either ſwell with 
Rage, fret'with Envy, or boil with Revenge: And thus are 
their Thoughts ſet to work, how to drudge happily under 
the ſevere bondage of their tyrannical Paſſions. One perhaps 
to be revenged on ſome triumphing Favorite, whom he can 
overtake no eaſier way, will be ready to drive all to confuſion, 
to comply with his diſquieting Malice: Another that is not 
ſo much in bondage himſelf to thoſe ill natured Paſſions, yet 
being captivated with the Charms of a fair, but imperious 
and ſpiteful Miſtreſs, muſt give himſelf up as the Inſtrument 
of all her ill Nature, and, being diſtracted with the extra- 
vagant Notions of Knight-errantry, thinks himſelf bravely 
Gallant, when he has ſacrificed all things to her wicked Re- 
ſentments. Private Animoſities are knownto have had a lar- 
ger ſhare in publick diſtempers, than any will willingly own; 
and this muſt needs be ſo ſtill, if there be no aſſured means 
for qualifying the heat, and tempering the Paſſions of Men: 
For no Government can be ſo well ballanced, but that many 
will find themſelves aggrieved by it, or by thoſe who manage 
it; and if upon theſe irritations we ask counſel at our blinded 
and miſted Paſſions, we may be well affured they will ever 
drive us into all the exceſſes of Fury and Confuſion. , How 
excellent then muſt this Divine Ditcipline be, which * 
| To the 
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che wildnefs, and ſmooths the roughneſs of our unpoliſhe@ 
Natures,, teaching us 10 put off wrath, anger, malice, blaſphemy, 
and evil communication out of our mouths ; Col. 3. 8. And, in- 
| | ſtead of thoſe, moulds us into a Divine Temper, like our 
meek Maſter, obliging us 0 forbear' one another, and forgive 
one another, as he has done us: Col. 3. 13. For that Divine Wiſdom 
vhich he taught the World, x firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and 
eaſiè to be entreated. S. Jam. 3. 17. It no ſooner gets into our Breaſts, 
but it dulcifies our Choler, qualifies the bitterneſs of our 
Gall, and gives us the poſſeſſion of our Minds, out of which 
nothing can turn us; and transforms us from that ravenous 
\ Temper into a Dove- like diſpoſition, and, inſtead of theſe 
boiling thoughts, which do ferment, gives the quiet ſere- 
nities of a good Conſcience and fervent Charity; ſo that we 
are no more Sons of Thunder, but Children of Love, and 
do no more bluſter out in Paſſion, but from the Calm of a 
cool Spirit do breath out ſoft and gentle Affections: And | 
if of a ſudden a Storm ariſe withinus, our Conſciences will 
at once both arraign, condemn and kill theſe Paſſions that 
raiſe it,and thus teacherh us to be ſubꝭ t, by deſtroying theſe 
Paſſions that do both marre our own Quiet, and endanger 
the publick Peace. VVV 5 
3. Another Occaſion that hath engaged many into ſedi- 
tious Courſes, hath been the narrowneſs of their Fortunes; 
to which they, not underſtanding the Philoſophy of con- 
tracting their deſires, which is the ſafer and eaſier courſe, 
ſtudied by all means whatſoever to enlarge them ſo as to 
ſatisſie the Vanities and Prodigalities of an undiſcreet Ex- 
pence. As the turbulent Youth of Athens adviſed his Uncle, 
finding him buſied to prepare his Accounts, rather to ſtudy 
how to make none at all. Thoſe People think they drive a ſure WF. 
Trade, for they can loſe little, and may gain much; therefore 
are ready to embark in the moſt deſperate Deſigns, hoping 
to fiſh ſome advantage from troubled Waters. Their ſmall 
Fortunes joyned with their gaping deſires, are ever ſetting a 
new edge on their ulcerated Spirits, and none are ſo furious 
as theſe, who pinched with want and cold, arid armed by 
_ deſpair, muſt do or die: If the ordinary Courſe of Law and 
Juſtice go on, they are undone ; but the diſordering 3 
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does both r them from ruine, and feed them with 


ſome hopes. Now no treaſure can anſwer the demands of all 
ravenous devourers, who cannot dig, and are aſhamed to beg; 
nor can the greateſt exactneſs of care reach every Indivi- 
dual of a State, or oblige them to an expence proportioned 
to their Fortune, much leſs to limit their defirgs to it; but 
fill there be many Prodigals, who out- run themſelves, and 
thoſe are often Men of brisk Tempers and ungoverned Ap- 
petites: In what diſorder then muſt Government be, if this 
cannot be repreſſed? Perhaps in an evener Tract of Peace 
and Plenty, when Order and Authority maintain their Re- 
putation, ſuch diſſolute waſters òôf their Fortunes cannot 
prove ſo conſiderable, as to diſturb the Peace of a Nation: 
But all States are ſubject to Accidents that weaken them, 
and the Cenſures of an unruly Multitude will often blaſt _ 
the Reputation of the beſt Government. And at ſome ſugh 
diſadvantage theſe untoward Male-contents may catch an 
opportunity of doing much miſchief ; how great a happineſs 
hen is it to any Nation to embrace and obey that Religion 
hich teaches us, Not to take thought what we ſhall eat, drink, 
or put on, St. Matt. 5. 25, 34. that disbands the ſolicitudes 
about to Morrow, and the anxious cares that oppreſs weaker 
inds ; our holy. Faith teaching us, that we are pilgrims on 
arth, as all our Fathers were; calls up our Thoughts above 


Whe depreflions of ſenſe, to feed our ſelves with che aſſured 


opes of approaching Glory and Happineſs in another ſtate, 

hich does ſo entirely ſwallow up the ſenſe of any preſent 

rouble, that it leaves no other Impreſſion on us, but to 
make us long to be gone beyond theſe ſhadows of Morta- 
ity and falſe appearances of Happineſs, which do now im- 
poſe on our bewitched Minds, and ſeduce us intoa Thouſand 


Errors and Follies. And thusagain we ſee how Conſcience 


_ 0 very fuſt motions of diſorder, and teaches us to be 
4. A Fourth Occaſion of diſorder, is a buſie medling Tem- 
per, that cannot contain its ſelf within its own Limits and 
Sphere, but will engage in things beyond its underſtanding, 
and above its reach: Some cannot ſtay at home and do their 
own buſineſs, but muſt ramble abroad, and inſinuate _— 
. 3 elves 


ſelves on all Affairs and Company, and are ever gaping for 
ſome change, hoping it may make way for their appearing 
in another Figure: Theſe are ever ſucking in ill Reports, 
which they are ſure to belch up again in all Compa- 
| nies, not without additions. They delight to aſperſe 
Governours and Government, and either to find or make 
faults in every thing that is done, and a volatile unfixedneſs 
of diſpoſition makes them weary of eſtabliſhed Laws and 
Cuſtoms, and gape for Changes through a fond affectation 
of Novelty. Now theſe Vermine creeping into all Compa- 
_ nies, muſt certainly weaken the Nerves and Sinews of Go- 
vernment ; and moſt attempts for repreſſing this humour 
make it boil with the greater vehemence : But, as the Wiſe- 
man inſtructed us of old, To fear God, and honour the King, and 
not to meddle with thoſe that were given to change: Prov. 24. 26. 

and not to ſay; Why were the former days better than ;heſs, for 

we do not enquire Wiſely concerning that matter: Ecclel. 7. 10. 
So the doctrine of the Goſpel commands every Man, To 4% 

his own buſineſs, to ſtay at home, not to be a buſie- body, nor medale 

zn other Mens affairs, but to pay tribute to whom tribute is Aue; 
Fear, to whom fear; and honour, towhom honour is due. 1 Thel. 
4+ II, 1 St. Pet. 4. 15. Rom. 13. 7. Theſe being the Rules 
of Religion, I may appeal all the World to ſhew any thing 
can ſo ſettle Order and Authority, as this which guards 
againſt the firſt appearances of Clouds and Storms. ” 
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But as Conſcience doth meet the earlieſt beginnings of 


diſorders in their leſs diſcernible and more plauſible colours, 


Jo it ties a Man to that ſevere conduct of himſelf, that he 
cannot embark in Deſigns which muſt be managed with ſo 


much fraud and diſſimulation, as the contrivers of wicked 


courfes muſt needs carry along with them in all their practi- 
ces : Pretending the higheſt reſpect, when they mean worſt, 
lying, and forſwearing, and ſometimes aſſaſſinating, as it 


may ſerve their ends, and never meaning what they ſay, 


nor ſaying what they mean, but ſhuffling and warping 25 
Intereſt carries them. Nor can wicked Projects appear at 
firſt barefaced, leſt they ſhould be entertained with horroui 
by all co whom they are propoſed, bur muſt go masked, till 
they be fo ſtrong, as to dare to throw off the diſguiſe : Nay, 
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Religion will be perhaps called in to ſerve a turn, and Scrip- 


tures wreſted to a favourable conſtruction; all this baſe and 
foul dealing will ſo wound a tender and ſincere Conſcience, 
that it will either contract a hardneſs and callus, and become 
proof againſt all theſe awakenings; or pull a Man out of 
theſe baſe Courſes that muſt be carried on by ſo bad Me- 
thods; for there is nothing ſo candid as Conſcience, and 
therefore St. Paul chargeth us not to lye one to another, ſince we. 
bave put off the old Man with his deeds, and have put on the new 
Man; Col. 3. 9. for he that does all things as in the fight of 
God, can do nothing that he fears ſhould be ſeen or known 
of Men, And thus I have diſpatched the firſt part of my 
Deſign, that Conſcience obliges us to Subjection, by re- 
1 all the firſt Motions that lead to Diſorder op Confu- 
ion. yy p e 1 

2. Nor does it only put out of the way thoſe dangerous 
Stumbling- blocks, but it drives the ſenſe of Duty deep into 
our Minds. Law and Government can only watch over the 
Actions and Words of Subjects, but can neither diſcover nor 
over- rule their Thoughts, which a cautious Man wrapping 
up within himſelf can reſerve to a fit opportunity; but Con- 
ſcience inſinuates the Duty we owe the Sovereign Power 
upon our ſecreteſt Thoughts; and Religion obliges us nt 


to curſe the King in our thoughts ; Eccleſ. 11. 20. and has made 


the Duty we pay Authority a part of its ſelf, and of theſe 
returns of the, holy Fear and humble Obedience, we owe 
the great King of Kings. But this mult not be ſo far car- 
ried, as if thoſe who are veſted with the Sovereign Power, 
had Authority to command us to embrace whatever Reli- 


gion they enjoyn, according to the peſtiferous ſpawnof that 


Infernal Leviathan, who by this Aſſertion doth at once de- 
ſtroy both Religion and Government. For that baſe Flat- 
terer of Princes, pretending to offer them more than was due 
to them, hath ſtruck at the Root of their Authority, and at 
once robbed them of all their Rights: For we are either 


bound to obey the Sovereign by ſome obligation the Law of 


God brings on us, or not; if not, then all the Sacredneſs 

of Authority is gone, and the Prince has nothing but Force 

to maintain his Right, and every Uſurperthat Maſters _—_ 
| E 3. | 1a 


Co 
ſhall have a better Right, by how much more Power he has 
to ſtrengthen his ambitious Pretenſions. But if we be bound 
by the Laws of God to obey the Supreme Power, then theſe 
Laws had a prior Title to-our Obedience, and infer the Du- 


ties of Subjects as a particular Effect of their Doctrine: There 


fore theſe Laws having the firſt Rightto our Obedience muſt 
oblige us. Nor can we be allowed to pick out that one, of 


obeying the Magiſtrate, and leave the reſt behind us; for all 


the Laws of God being enacted by the ſame Authority muſt 
equally bind us; and as no deputed Magiſtrate can void the 
Laws of the Supreme Power, ſo neither can Princes void the 
Laws of God without ſopping the Foundations of their own 


Authority. But none- of theſe magnifyings of Magiſtracy 


are neceſſary to make it great; it being by God himſelf 
exalted to ſo culminating a height, and therendring to God 
the things that are God's, does not prejudice Ceſar in the 
things that are Cæſar's: But Religion ingages us to ſo full 
and Obedience to the Laws, -that our violating them, when 
they contradict no Command of God's, makes us guilty in 
his ſight ; and though we diſguiſe what we do with ſo much 
cunning, that the Secular Power can fix no Cenſure on us, 
yet our Conſciences will accuſe us before God for thoſe ſe- 
cret Tranſgreſſions which no humane Care can diſcover. 
There is a Tribunal ſet up by God for the Magiſtrate in all 
our Breaſts, which will paſs Sentence ſeverely, and not be 
put off by the tricks of Law, the boldneſs of Denials, the 
_ cunning of Excuſes, or any other Arts that may impoſe 
upon, or abuſe ſuch Judges, who muſt proceed upon clear 
evidence, and not on dubious conjectures: But when a Man 
is retired inward, and his Conſcience takes him to task, then 
all theſe viſors are pulled off, and he muſt needs appear in 
' the foul colours of Guilt. Another Method by which Con- 
| ſcience binds on us the ſenſe of Duty and Subjection to thoſe 

ſet over us, is the Obligation to pray for them, according 


to that great Rubrick of Prayer, St. Paul gives, Texhort there- | 


fore that fuft of all ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and giving 

of thanks be made for all Men, for Kings and all that are in au- 

thority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſ- 

«nd boneſty: 2 Tim. 2. 1, 2. which whoſoever is a n 
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uſt needs obſerve. This then muſt every Day. awaken 
d keep alive the ſenſe of Duty to thoſe over us, ſo that if 
e have been prevailed on to undutiful courſes, when we 
tire to our Devotions, this muſt certainly open our Eyes 
diſcern and repent of our faults ; for if we pray, anda& 
dntradictions, then we either mock God, by praying for that 
e do not deſire, and which we ſtudy to deſtroy; or we act 
oſt impiouſly in oppoſition to that we Jon ge,our ſelves 
dund to pray for: And every Man, whoſe Conſcience is 
vt ſtrangely aſleep, will ſoon diſcover this double dealing 
himſelf, if he pray againſt what he acts, and be ating 
inſt his Prayers. Thus it appears, that Conſcjence brings 
e ſenſe of our Duty to the Sovereign Power nearer us,and 
cloſer conflits with our daily thoughts, and forceth upon 
a frequent review of them. Nor is this a blind and bratiſh 
bjection to whidWFConſcience ties us, but it binds it on us 
th the fulleſt evidence of Reaſon.- „ 

3. And this is the third Particular, to which my Deſign 
w leads me, wherein I am to lay out thoſe Arguments 
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dd, that they are the Ordinance of God, his Deputies, Mini- 


h At Conſcience and the Doctrines of Chriſtianity offer for 
is, Ws Subjetion we muſt pay the Magiſtrates. I ſhall not 
e- MEddle with thoſe Reaſons that may be drawn from the Rules | 
r. Humane Policy, the Nature of Societies, the Origine 
all N Ends of Magiſtracy, but ſhall confine my Diſcourle to | 
be ſe which natural and revealed Religion do offer for ob- | 
he {Wing us to Subjection to the higher Power. | 
fe . And firſt of all, we are taught that theſe Powers are of 
an rs and Vicegerents, That have the Sword of Fuſtice put in | 
en bands by him, for the puniſhment of evil doers, and the encou- 
in enent of thoſe that dowell ;Verl. 1. 2, 3. and he himſelf hath 


d, They are Gods; Pſal. 82.6. a ſtrain of ſpeech, that, if 

vine Authority did not warrant it, would paſs for impu- 

t and blaſphemons Flattery : Tho' then the Powers that 

over us be clothed with our Natures, and are ſubject to 
> Paſſions and Infirmities with us, and live and die like 


ys. en, yet for all that we muſt look on them as Sacred and 
neſs vine by their Character. The ſevere Reſpect that Con- 
tian Nence enjoyns us to pay Auttiority appears in the Inftance 


1 


pp; 


of David, who, tho' purſued by Saul with all the violenc * 
and injuſtice of Oppreſſion and Cruelty, yet when he ha 
him in his hands, and offered him the ſm al affront of cuttinlind 
off the hem of his garment, his heart ſmote him for it: 1 Sam. 20 de 
4, 5, 6. This was a Character of a Man according to God 
heart. Deputed Powers are only accountable to thoſe frot 
whom they derive their Authority; ſo the higher Power, 
being deputed by God, muſt indeed render to him a ſeve 
account of their adminiſtration, but not to others; we a 
therefore to obey them for the Lord's ſake, and to be f- ubject 
_ them for Conſcience-ſake. 1 S. Pet. 2. 13. e 

2. Another conſideration that obligeth to Subjectio: 
which Religion offers, is the ſteady and firm belief of t 
Government of the World, by that Unerring Providen 
that wiſely maintains that great Fabrick and vait Frame 
- Beings, which it ſelf raiſed out of nothing. We are aj 
upon the firſt appearances of things to judge raſhly, eve 


before we have ſeen all the ſides and ſecrets of huma *' 
 Counſels, which would often alter our thoughts very mu; tl 
from our over- forward Judgments: But the ſecrets of ir 
Divine Counſels lie hid from all the living, and yet the lo r 
experience which the Oeconomy of the World offers us, m ak 
juſtly convince us, that we are not to. paſs ſentence haſtii er 
and that often thoſe things which did look moſt cloudy, ai 
threatned ſome diſmal Conſequences, did by the ſecret GFP? 
vernings of that Supreme Mind, produce effects very differ 
rent from thoſe that not without great probabilities wei oſe 
feared : This therefore muſt clear the Melancholy of off? 
diſcouraged and dejected minds, and diſſipate thoſe thi id: 
miſts of fears and jealouſies which might otherwiſe dau 
and diſhearten us. He that gave the Laws to Day and Nig hic 
and can reverſe theſe when he will; that taughe the whd pe 
Frame of Nature thoſe Motions they obſerve, and yet . 
force the Sun both to ſtop and to give ground when | Fa 
will; and can make the Sea to riſe up in hills, is able WM 
extricate the darkeſt and moſt involved Ravelings of Seco 
Cauſes. We are therefore ſecure, knowing, Rom. 8. 28. TE T 
All things work together for good to them that love God, believiſ 50 


that his Providence watcherh over his Church, and all that in 
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care, and that he bath given his Angels charge to encamp about 
Ind Miniſter tothe heirs of Salvation; and this may well ſuper- 
ae our fears, and throw off the anxieties of all perplexing 
oughts, and compoſe our minds to an humble Subjection 
> thoſe God hath brought us under. I know ſome may think 
WW plead here the ſtupidity of Fate, which muſt needs diſhear- 
n and ſlacken all good Intentions and Deſigns ; but we 


f the World, and the particular ſtation wherein he hath 
laced and poſted us, out of which we are not to ſtir on 


d, will be found the heats of a warm Fancy, or the ſwel- 


od, as if he were not able to compaſs his deſigns, and 
zerefore he muſt ſtretch out his hands to help him, labour- 
g under too great a load; which is indeed the language 


their ſtation, and meddle with matters that are too high 
r them. The fate of Dæzab ſhould have taught us both 
ore Wiſdom and Religion, who ſeeing the Ark of God 


OY that ſacred Repoſitory had been, and how diſ- 
aceful and impious it would be to ſee thoſe precious Sym- 
ls of the Divine Prefence laid in the duſt ; and, not re- 
embring that none but the Family of Aaron might touch 


Ws fruck dead on the place. We are rather to look on 


d adore the hidden Traces and Methods of the Divine 
ounſels, and patiently to wait for that Iſſue of things, 


hich notwithſtanding: of all the diſorders may at any time 
pear in humane affairs, the Eternal Wiſdom of that Ar- 


an while reſt ſatisfied in all he does, commending things 
our Prayers to him, and doing every thing that befits our 
ndition for preſerving Peace, Order and Religion, but go- 


im; fo that not @ haty of their bead falls ts the ground vb, 


e to conſider the Order God hath fixed in the Government 


ie pretence of heroical excitations; Which, when exami- 


ngs of an elevated Mind that diſtruſfs the Providence of 
all thoſe who pretending zeal for his Service, do ſtep out 


ake, 2 Sam. 6. 7. and conſidering how diſmal an Omen the 


oſe holy Myſteries, put out his hand to hold them, but 


iteonical Mind will in due time bring forth, and in the 


g no farther, for the wrath of Man doth not work out the righ- 

yneſs of Ged. S. Jam. 1. 20. And thus Conſcience, fixing our 

bjection on the unſhaken Baſis of our Faith and Confidence 
od, binds us by the ſtrongeſt Ties to our Duty. - & 
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tions, if they be long-lived, what lover of Mankind or Per- 


3 1 


Tears of Widows and Orphans, and of Aged Perſons be- , 


3. A third Argument Conſcience offers to ablige us to bs 
ſubje& and quiet, is the fervent and extended Charity it 
poſſeſſeth us with to all Mankind, which muſt needs hold 
us from engaging in Courſes that will prove deſtructive to 
a great part of it: Where we conſider what the Miſchiefs 
of Rebellion and Civil War are, what Diſſolution of Govern- 
ment and Confuſion of Juſtice it brings after it, how much Wl 
Blood and Rapine, Oppreſſion, Plunder and Profanation Wi 
of the moſt ſacred things, are the certain Effects of Commo- Wiſh 


ſon truly charitable will engage in Courſes ſo black, whoſe 
Cataſtrophe may prove ſo tragical, and run far beyond what Wi; 
was at firſt deſigned, and produce Effects far more miſchie- 

vous than thoſe that were complained of? How many dil- 
peopled Cities, depopulated and burnt Villages; what Wl 


reft of their Children, who were the comfort and ſupport of g 


covered with the Carcaſes of the dead, and the Scaffold - 
ſmoak with the Blood of Innocents, and that not only with 


ple of our great Maſter, ho was made perfect through Suffering 


* 


their Age muſt follow on ſuch courſes, when the Fields are 


common Gore, but Royal and Sacred Blood? A pathet ick 
and florid Eloquence could eaſily manage this Theme with 
thoſe Advantages, as to raiſe horror in all at Courſes ſo 
barbarous and unchriſtian, which the common Sentiments 
of Humanity will make thoſe of ſofter and relenting Tem- 
pers hate, much more the meek and peaceable Chriſtians Wa 
And that theſe are not the melancholly Repreſentations otic 
a troubled Fancy, a little Reflection on what we have ſeen 
and known, and a penetrating Proſpect into what may bel 
before us will eaſily make out to all conſidering Minds: 
Therefore ſtrong and fervent Charity to Mankind will prove 
a certain curb to repreſs new Attempts at thoſe Diſorders, 
the Effects whereof are not yet old, nor out of mind. And 
here again Conſcience obliges us to be ſubject. e. 
4 Ihe laſt Conſideration which I ſhall propoſe, by which 
Conſcience binds us to Subjection, the Practice and Exam 


Heb. 2. 10. the whole Courſe of his Life was a perpecuall 
Tra of doing good and bearing ill; he paid the Tribute 
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tiently, when injuftly perſe 


cally oppoſite to all its Rules, than the diſtempered Fury ſt 
of theſe miſguided Zealots, who being carryed on by the”! 


3 
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Otherwiſe does St. Paul teach 87 


in this Chapter, il”! 
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the eng, for Sufferings, and to bear them patiently ; and 


gument, That Chriſt {uffered for them raving them an Era, . 
ps that they ſhould follow” his St " From theſe unerring Ye 


rackices and Precepts .thuſt all true. Chriſtians take ia 
_ Meaſures of their Actions, And the Rules of their Life: And 


of patient ſufferin 8 was dhe big and empty ee i 6 
\ e unexempled Patience a | 


were burning and mann 


. * 


their Lives as by the Stakes and Flames of their Martyr ; 


Nero unpalled them, and cloathing them with Pitch-coaty , 
made them bur as Torches in the Ni; ht; but theſe Firs 
ſcattered the Darkneſs of that Night of Idolatry in whisi . 
Rome lay buryed, and both enlightned and inflamed. many i 

that lay freezing in Darkneſs. It was the Aﬀtoniſhment c IF 


* 


the World to ſuch Numbers of all Ages, Sexes, and Qual- , 
ties, with that Alacrity and Chearfulneſs of Submiſſion, u 
offer up ꝓhrir Lives for the Faith ; and neither the Cruel ; 
of their un:elenting Perſecutors, nor the continued 3 
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jonlnext degree to it, throw off the Qrols, and betake themſelves | 
-: Wl co ſeditious Practiſes for their preſervation, but continued 
Ml {iedfaſt both in their Faith and Patience, by which they inhe= 
the rited the Promiſes. Nor was Chriſtianity endamaged by all 
un Has fury; on che contrary, the Blood ofthe Martyrs was the 
on Seed of the Church, whoſe Field being thus fatned, did ſpring. 
ter upthirty, ſixty and hundred fold - ſo that forevery new har- 


Sil all their Sufferings, conſtrained by neceſſity, becauſe they 
anal could do no other; for as we find in the inſpired Hiſtoty, that 
at two Sermons there were eight thęuſand Converts, fo pro- 
fane as well as Eccleſiaſtical Writers aſſure us, the Numbers of 


Nan pes p | * | 
the Chriſtians, became very loon:fp vaſt, that nothing but the 
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A Conſcience of the Duty they owedtheſupreme Powers obli- 
in {<4 them to be ſubject. Pliny, who lived a hundred 
ze Vears after our Saviour wrote to Trajan, Zhat in Pons Lib. 16+ 
18 f 4 a * K. nd. — # - 3 w— a Ep. 97s 


the tus nd Bithy nia there were great numbers of Chriſtians: 


Knd all Ranks, both in Cities and. Villages, ſo that the Temples of their 


rode, were by the prevailing Growthaf Cb riſtianity, left deſolate. N 
on ittle after him Marcus Aurelius had & Legian of Chriſtians in 
þ Wis Army, of whom he gives this Character in his Edict, Thus 
bu bey carried God in their Conſciences; and when there were ſo ma- 


an inthe Army, we may ona fair computation.reckon their 
oo ambers to have been very great. Net long aftet that does 


Tertullian plead for thoſe in his days, in his admitæd Apologe- 


wn defence, they wanted not the ength of Ni nutr qud Armiis, 
hat neither the Moors ner Parthians ger any otber gf ihe Nations 


%, [ought with the Romans cculd mateb hems: i filled the 
nich 0%e 1/07 1d, all their Places, Tomni,Iſtands;Ceft les Killages, Councils, 
a (is, Tribes, Seate and Mar ket- places ; only they abandined their 
: « BF ples to them; adding, that to. a War were they nos both fit 
all. ready, even tho they avire leſs numerous, ho were butchered ſo 


| willingly, if their. Di 
J. Killed than to 402 


cet 


* 


Nei 3 


their Miſeries, which did not end but with their days, prevai- | 
Jed on them either to r ounce the Faith, or do that whichis 


age veſt of a Perſecution, there was a plentiful crop of Chriſtians. ' 
And there is no reaſon to think theſe bleſſed Martyrs endured 


aich and tells the Romans, Ch-374 That if they would ſtund to their 
ir 


{ciplize did not allow them rather to be A Soap. : 
And elſewhere: he yiadicaces the 2 


2 0 utitians,. That yoneof-94gm were ov found vie of Crnjpi . 8 


er Powers; and have obſerved what was the Path our bleilcl 


do tender ſoever ſome may think it, requires. It is tro 


25 3 
* cles againſt the Emperors, whom they acknowledged to be ſet up by 
God, and therefore judged tbemſelves bound to love, reverence and bo- 
nour them. But as the Chriſtian Religion continued to ſpread 
by a vaſt and prodigious increaſe,ſo did the ſpite of the Infer- 
nal Furies grow fierce againſtit by the fame proportion; and i 
in the laſt Perſecution, which continued about 20 years, we 
find the Martyrs of one Province (Egyrt) reckoned to be be- 
ewixt 8 and goooooo; and yet no Tumults were raiſed i 
againſt all this Tyranny and Injuſtice : And tho after that the WW 
Emperors turned Chriſtian, and eſtabliſhed the Faith by Law, 
yet neither did the ſubtil Attempts of Fulian the Apoſtate, nor 
the open Perſecutions of ſome Arrian Emperors, who did with WF 
reat violence proſecute the Orthodox,occafion any ſeditiou 
Combinations againſt Authority. Theſe are the great Pre. 
cedents this holy Doctrine of the Croſs hath in: the firſt and 
pureſt Ages, and tho Religion ſuffered great Decays in the 
ſucceſſion of many Ages, yet for the firſt ten Centuries noi 
Father or Doctor of the Church, nor any aſſembly of Church 
men, did ever teach, maintain or juſtifie any Rebellions o 
ſeditious Doctrines or Pratiſes | 
4. And thus I have made good what Tundertook to evince 
that Conſcience doth with the greateſt evidence of Reaſoi 
and Authority, bind us to an abſolute Subjection to the high 
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Saviour himſelf followed, the Traces whereof are to be know! 
7 thoſe bloody Steps he hath left behind him for our Exa 
ple and Inſtruction. We have alſo ſeen a glorious Cloud of 
Witneſſes following him in the ſame way he both opened ui 
and conſecrated to them. But after all this, it may be perhap 
objected, That all Chriſtians, at leaſt all Pretenders to it, hart 
not followed the ſame Rule, and that fome Diviſions of Chill 
ſtendom, which in all other things run very wide from on 
another, yet meet in this Doctrine ofceſifting the ſupreme Al 
thority, and not only ſo, but they vouch Religion for the 
Warrant and their Quarrel both, and pretend a Zeal for Go 
his Church, and his. Cauſe in all they do: This is the laſt pa 
of my Diſcourſe, to which I obliged my ſelf in the beginning 
and I will handle it with the round Plaineſs that ſuch a Pain 
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dout the end of the eleventh Century this poets N 
Doctrine took its Riſe, and was firſt broached and vented b _ 
Pope Gregory VII. commonly called Hildebrand, the firſt Pope 
fthat Name; though a far better Man had baſely and ſhame- 
ly courted the cruel and perfidious Phocas, and treated him 
2 ſlile of mean and ſordid Flattery that misbecame any 
lan, much more ſo great a Biſhop. But the Pope I now ſpeak 
Pf went more briskly to work, and begun that inſolent and 
Wold Pretenſion of the Temporal Power of the Popes over all 
Wings and Princes; that they being Chrift's Vicars on Earth, 
nuſt have all Power in Heaven and Earth deputed to them, 
Ind that as St. Peter: Succeſſors they had the two Swords, the 

Spiritual and the Temporal put in their hands, Upon this he 
ſpired and exalted himſelf above thoſe whom the Scripturs 
alleth Gods. Nor did this reſt in a bare ſpeculation, but an 
Wrhac will read his Epiſtles, and knows the Hiſtory of his Life, * - 
vill ſce what diſmal confuſions he brought on Germany and 
bah, and laid the Foundations of thoſe bloody Wars which 

followed and continued for ſome Ages: Then did the Facti- 
ons of the Guelphs and Gibellins divide Nations, Towns and Fa- 
milies, and fill all places with Blood and Confuſion. . How 
other Popes did afterwards ſet the ſame pretenſions on foot, 
both in France, England, and in many other places, is well 
enough known to all that are acquainted with Hiſtory; and 
for two or three Ages the Tyranny of this was ſo heavy, that 
any inſolent Church-man was able to diſturb Government, 
by carrying Complaints to Rome of ſome pretended Incroach- 
ments onthe Eccleſiaſtical Immunity ; upon which Monito- 
ry Breves and Bulls were diſpatched from Rome, and every | 
Prince was either to obey theſe, how much ſocver they might 
mes his Government, or to look for the Thunders of 
xcommunication, Depoſition, abſolving his Subjects from 
cheir Oaths of Fidelity, and the transferring his Dominions 
on ſome other more zealous Votary of that See. And any 
that will read the Decretals, Bulls and Breves of many of the 
| aſpiring Popes, will find that theſe were not only ambitious 
and diſclaimed Practiſes, the guilt of which being perſonal, 
died with themſelves ; but they founded them on the Rights 
of the See of Rome, and in the ſtile of an univerſal Paſtor im- 
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his Predeceſſors had; and if they erred, he may -likewik 


' General Councils, are ſtill in the ſame hazards of being 


poſed the Belief of that on the World. Now. I would preſuu 
to ask any of that Communion, if they believe theſe Popy 
were infallible in thoſe Deciſions and Inſtructions they impe 
ſed on the World, or not? If any lay they were infalliblę i 
them, they are without more ceremony of Words, Traiton 
who ſubje& our Sqyereign's Rights, which he derives fron 
God only, to a foreign Superior Power: If they were not ir 
fallible in theſe Deciſions, then what is become of the Nope 
| Infallibility ? For the preſent Pope can have na more tha 


err. But I muſt advance this a little farther, to ſhew tha 
thoſe of that Communion, though they reje& the Pope 
Infallibilicy, yer if they ſubmit to the Infallibility of thei 


Rebels. For the Council of Lateran, which in the Roman 
Church is held General and Oecumenical, that firſt decreed 
Tranſubſtantiation, did alſo by the Third of its Canons de. 
cree, That all temporal Princes 1255 exterminate (J ſhall not 
_ _critically examine that word which muſt amount to baniſh- 
ment at leaſt) all Herericks ; adding,That if any Temporal Lord, 
being admoniſhed by the Church, did. neglect to purge his Lands, bt 
ſhould be firſt excommunicated, and if continued in his contempi 
and contumacy, a years notice was do be given Ui it to the Pope, ibo 
 thenceforth ſhould declare bis Vaſſals alſolved from the Fidelity thy 
oed him, and expoſe bis Lands to be Invaded by Cathilicks, 2b, 
" might poſſeſs it without any contradiction, having exterminated th: 
' Hereticks out of it, and preſerve it in the Purity of the Faith. This 
is ſo-plain, that I ſuppoſe without any he{itation it may be 
called a down. right Conſpiracy againſt all Sovereign Prip- 
ces; and this being decreed by a General Council, muſt ei- 
ther be Infallibly true, or the Foundation on which they 
have raiſed all their Superſtructure of the Infallibility of 
their General Councils, is overturned. e. 


4 1 D .. 
But the ſame Equality of Juſtice and Freedom, that obli- 
ged me to lay open this, ties me to tax alſo thoſe who pre- 
tend a great hea, againſt Rome, and value themſelves on 
their abhorring all the Doctrines and Prattiſes of that 
Church, and yet have carried along with them oge of their 
moſt peſtiferous Opinions, pretending Retormation 11075 
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PR er when We betray him and to own a for Religion 

na hen we hems + that diſgrace and deſtroy its 
wik But, b lets pe God, our Church hates and condertitys 35 
his Doctrine from what hand ſoever it come, and hath eff; 

Tk liſhed the Rights and Authority of Princes on ſure and. un- 


lterable Foundations, enjeyning an entire Obedience P 
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ſions and Appetites, of all unruly and unbounded Deſires, 


Hearts, calm Minds,contented Spirits, and ſteady Thoughts, 
every one ifiy follo\v the Duties ef "his Sear, arid gon- 
tain himſelf within it as becomes a Chriſtian, paying inwarg- 
ly in our very thoughts chat reverence we owe the Righer 

Powers, and offering up to _ the” Nouns: Ti 255 of 
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-1mputts - | 
jon on Religion, as if it gade a Parrociny to thoſe Practiſes 
t ſo plainly condemns. This is Fudes-like, wok to-kiſs our Mar: 


being the ſame always, will ever oblige us to the ſame Du- 
ties and Practiſes. Let us ſtudy to empty our ſelves of all 
bis ſel-canceiting Thaughus, of all hot. and inflamed Paſ- 
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